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Including the following: 

IZ1 Provisional Application Cover Sheet. 

^ New or Revised Specification, including pages J to 36 containing: 

Specification 
^ Claims 

Abstract 

D Substitute Specification, including Claims and Abstract. 

CH The present application is a continuation application of Application 

No. filed . The present application includes the 

Specification of the parent application which has been revised in 
accordance with the amendments filed in the parent application. Since 
none of those amendments incorporate new matter into the parent 
application, the present revised Specification also does not include new 
matter. 

CH The present application is a continuation application of Application 

No. filed , which in turn is a continuation-in-part of 

Application No. filed . The present application 

includes the Specification of the parent application which has been 
revised in accordance with the amendments filed in the parent 
application. Although the amendments in the parent C-I-P application 
may have incorporated new matter, since those are the only revisions 
included in the present application, the present application includes no 
new matter in relation to the parent application. 

A copy of earlier application Serial No. Filed , 

including Specification, Claims and Abstract (pages 1 - @@), to which no new 
matter has been added TOGETHER WITH a copy of the executed oath or declaration 
for such earlier application and all drawings and appendices. Such earlier application 
is hereby incorporated into the present application by reference. 

CH Please enter the following amendment to the Specification under the Cross-Reference 
to Related Applications section (or create such a section) : "This Application: 

is a continuation of is a divisional of EH claims benefit of U.S. provisional 
Application Serial No. filed 
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CD Signed Statement attached deleting inventor(s) named in the prior application. 

□ A Preliminary Amendment, 

14 (Figs. 1-12A1 Sheets of ^ Formal □ Informal Drawings. 

□ Petition to Accept Photographic Drawings. 
□ Petition Fee 

^3 An EH Executed ^ Unexecuted Declaration or Oath and Power of Attorney. 
tZI An Associate Power of Attorney. 

□ An □ Executed LZl Copy of Executed Assignment of the Invention to 



□ A Recordation Form Cover Sheet. 

□ Recordation Fee - $40.00. 

□ The prior application is assigned of record to 

Priority is claimed under 35 U.S.C. § 119 of Patent Application No. 



filed in (country). 

EH A Certified Copy of each of the above applications for which priority is 
claimed: 

[U is enclosed. 

□ has been filed in prior application Serial No. filed 



IZ1 An C3 Executed or CH Copy of Executed Earlier Statement Claiming Small Entity 
Status under 37 C.F.R. 1.9 and 1.27 

is enclosed. 

has been filed in prior application Serial No. filed , 

said status is still proper and desired in present case. 

□ Diskette Containing DNA/ Amino Acid Sequence Information. 
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□ Statement to Support Submission of DNA/ Amino Acid Sequence Information. 

IZ1 The computer readable form in this application , is identical with that filed in 

Application Serial Number , filed . In accordance with 37 CFR 

1.821(e), please use the \3 first-filed, last- filed or EH only computer readable 
form filed in that application as the computer readable form for the instant 
application. It is understood that the Patent and Trademark Office will make the 
necessary change in application number and filing date for the computer readable 
form that will be used for the instant application. A paper copy of the Sequence 

Listing is EH included in the originally-filed specification of the instant application, 

[H included in a separately filed preliminary amendment for incorporation into the 
specification. 

IZ3 Information Disclosure Statement. 
□ Attached Form 1449. 

O Copies of each of the references listed on the attached Form PTO- 1449 are 
enclosed herewith. 

LJi A copy of Petition for Extension of Time as filed in the prior case. 

D Appended Material as follows: • 

Return Receipt Postcard (should be specifically itemized). 
[H Other as follows: 
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FEE CALCULATION: 



EH Cancel in this application original claims . 



of the prior application before 



calculating the filing fee. (At least one original independent claim must be retained 
for filing purposes.) 




SMALL ENTITY 



RATE 



FEE 



NOT SMALL ENTITY 



RATE 



FEE 



PROVISIONAL APPLICATION 



$75.00 



$150.00 



DESIGN APPLICATION 



$155.00 



$310.00 



UTILITY APPLICATIONS BASE FEE 



$345.00 



UTILITY APPLICATION; ALL CLAIMS 
CALCULATED AFTER ENTRY OF ALL 
AMENDMENTS 



No. Filed 



TOTAL 
CLAIMS 



49 - 20 = 



No. Extra 



29 



$9 each 



$690.00 




$690.00 



$18 each 



$522.00 




INDEP. 
CLAIMS 



3-3 = 



$39 each 



$78 each 



FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE 
DEPENDENT CLAIM 



$130 



ADDITIONAL FILING FEE 




$260 




TOTAL FILING FEE DUE 



$1212.00 



13 



A Check is enclosed in the amount of S 1212.00 



The Commissioner is authorized to charge payment of the following fees and to 
refund any overpayment associated with this communication or during the pendency 
of this application to deposit account 23-3050. This sheet is provided in duplicate. 



EH The foregoing amount due. 

Any additional filing fees required, including fees for the presentation of extra 
claims under 37 C.F.R. 1.16. 

Any additional patent application processing fees under 37 C.F.R. 1.17 or 
1.20(d). 

□ The issue fee set in 37 C.F.R. 1.18 at the mailing of the Notice of Allowance. 

^ The Commissioner is hereby requested to grant an extension of time for the 

appropriate length of time, should one be necessary, in connection with this filing or 
any future filing submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in the above- 
identified application during the pendency of this application. The Commissioner is 
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further authorized to charge any fees related to any such extension of time to deposit 
account 23-3050. This sheet is provided in duplicate. 

SHOULD ANY DEFICIENCIES APPEAR with respect to this application, including 
deficiencies in payment of fees, missing parts of the application or otherwise, the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office is respectfully requested to promptly notify the 
undersigned. * 



Woodcock Washburn Kurtz 
Mackiewicz & Norris LLP 
One Liberty Place - 46th Floor 
Philadelphia PA 19103 
Telephone: (215) 568-3100 

Facsimile: (215)568-3439 ©uwwwkmn 





Steven B. Samuels 
Registration No. 37,71 1 
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APPLICATION SERVICE PROVIDER MODEL 
FOR MANUFACTURERS PRODUCT SPECIFICATION DATA 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document contains material that is subject to 
copyright protection. The copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduction by 
anyone of the patent document or the patent disclosure as it appears in the United States Patent & 
Trademark Office patent file or records, but otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to application service providers, and more particularly, to an 
application service provider model for manufacturers product specification data. 

BACKGROUND 

Product manufacturers typically have information about the products that they 
manufacture in the form of product specification data. For example, a manufacturer of consumer 
electronic devices, such as DVD players, will have product specifications for each different 
model of DVD player that the manufacturer produces. These specifications may include model 
name, dimensions, and other features of the product, such as whether it is portable, what media 
formats it supports, what types of outputs it provides, etc. 

Manufacturers often publish their product specification data, for example, in product 
catalogues and, increasingly today, via the World Wide Web (the "Web"). End-user customers, 
as well as merchants that resell manufacturers' products, will often use the product specification 
data to make purchasing decisions and to compare the features of one manufacturer's products 
against those of another manufacturer. One problem that hinders the ability of a consumer or 
merchant to compare products from different manufacturers is that different manufacturers of 
products in a given product class do not always use the same set of specifications for that class of 
products. For example, one manufacturer may specify the height, width, and depth of its 
products in that class, whereas another manufacturer may only specify the volume {e.g., cubic 
centimeters) of its products. Different manufacturers also may not agree on what features of a 
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product are important to consumers and merchants, and thus some manufacturers will provide 
specifications on certain features and others may not. 

Uniform specifications for products in a given product class is not the only problem that 
manufacturers face. They also often have a problem maintaining an up-to-date database of their 
5 product information. Many manufacturers have multiple divisions creating different product 
lines, have separate marketing organizations that often maintain catalog information in 
unstructured fashions, and typically have not had a strong need for a centralized database of their 
product information. As such, manufacturers often do not have an organizational infrastructure 
that is optimized around creating a central product database of the products they manufacture. 
10 Because most manufacturers lack the necessary infrastructure to create and maintain a 

centralized database of product specifications for the products they manufacture, and because it is 
O becoming increasingly important, particularly with the advent of online shopping via the Internet, 
that manufacturers provide uniform specifications for products in a given product class, there is a 
2 1 need for systems and methods that enable and encourage manufacturers to describe the features 
|yl5 and other specifications of their products in a consistent and uniform manner and to maintain that 
m data in a centralized database. The present invention addresses this need. 

5 SUMMARY 

* S The present invention is directed to a new business model in which one entity hosts, 

!:;20 maintains, and provides a uniform interface for entering data into, a database of manufacturers 
product specifications on behalf of a plurality of manufacturers. The entity then serves as an 
application service provider (ASP) with respect to that database, by allowing the manufacturers 
to access their respective product specification data in the database for any of a variety of uses in 
exchange for some form of remuneration from those manufacturers. 
25 In greater detail, this method may comprise (a) hosting on a server of the entity a database 

of specification data of products of a plurality of different manufacturers, the product 
specification data in the database being arranged in predefined product classes; (b) defining, for 
each product class, a schema for the entry of specification data of products in that product class; 
(c) providing an interface for use by the manufacturers for entry of new product specification 
30 data into the database and for modifying existing product specification data in the database, the 
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interface requiring each manufacturer to use a same schema when entering or modifying product 
specification data in a particular product class; and (d) in exchange for remuneration from a 
given manufacturer, providing that manufacturer with access to the interface and to its respective 
product specification data in the database for use outside of the database. Encouraging the use 
among manufacturers of a common set of specifications for each product class within the 
database will ensure that different manufacturers describe the features and specifications of their 
products in a consistent and uniform manner, thus making the data more valuable to third party 
users of the data, such as consumers and merchants selling the products. 

Manufacturers can utilize this service in a variety of ways, including (1) querying data 
from the database into an HTML authoring tool to create static HTML pages for their own Web 
sites, (2) querying data from the database in real-time, but displaying that data on their own sites, 
(3) paying the hosting entity to build product information pages on its server from the 
manufacturer's data and then linking to those pages from the manufacturer's own Web site (with 
or without links back to the manufacturer's site), and (4) partnering with the hosting entity to 
generate a co-branded Web site or page that is built from the information in the database. The 
data can also be used in the context of an online shopping or merchandizing Web site to provide 
a consistent link to its product information from a number of different merchants that sell its 
products on the site. Additionally, a manufacturer can use this service to outsource the hosting 
and maintenance of a database of the manufacturer's product specifications. 

The hosting entity may charge a fee for the hosting, maintaining, and providing access to, 
the database. For example, the hosting entity may charge a fee to each manufacturer that uses the 
database. The fee may or may not be in the form of a monetary payment. The fee may take the 
form of a one-time payment to establish an account with the hosting entity, a monthly service fee, 
a per transaction fee based either on the amount of product specification data stored in the 
database or on the volume of queries to the database, or some combination of these kinds of fees. 
Alternatively, the hosting entity can provide the service for free, relying instead on other business 
benefits of hosting the manufacturers product specification data. For example, the hosting entity 
may provide the service in exchange for an agreement from the manufacturers that the hosting 
entity can use the product specification data in connection with some other business model, such 
as an online shopping or merchandizing Web site, from which the hosting entity derives revenue. 
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A system for implementing the novel business method of the present invention comprises 
a database of specifications of products of a plurality of different manufacturers and an interface 
for use by the plurality of manufacturers for the entry of specifications of products into the 
database. The product specifications in the database are arranged in predefined product classes. 
5 A schema is defined for each product class for the entry of specification data of products in that 
product class. The interface of the system requires each manufacturer to use the defined schema 
for a given product class when entering product specification data for products in that class. The 
interface further provides each manufacturer with access to its respective product specification 
data in the database for use outside of the database. 
10 Other features and advantages of the present invention will become evident hereinafter. 

Q BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

l~ The foregoing summary, as well as the following detailed description of the invention, is 

^ better understood when read in conjunction with the appended drawings. For the purpose of 
|yl5 illustrating the invention, various embodiments are shown in the drawings, it being understood, 
i s I however, that the invention is not limited to the specific methods and instrumentalities disclosed. 
!L In the drawings: 

%Q Figure 1 is a block diagram of a system for enabling an entity to serve as an application 

[n service provider with respect to product specification data of a plurality of manufacturers, in 
"^20 accordance with an embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 2 graphically illustrates further details of a database of manufacturer product 
specifications, in accordance with the present invention; 

Figure 3 is a block diagram providing further details of a Manufacturer Administration 
Tool that is part of the interface of the system of Figure 1, in accordance with the present 
25 invention; 

Figures 4 through 10 illustrate further details of a graphical user interface of the 
Manufacturer Administration Tool of Figure 3; 

Figure 1 1 illustrates an exemplary computer system in which the present invention can be 
implemented; 
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Figure 12 illustrates the incorporation of the present invention into an exemplary online 
merchandizing Web site, in accordance with a further aspect of the present invention; and 

Figure 12a illustrates an exemplary merchant offer that may be displayed by the Web site 
of Figure 12. 

5 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a new business model in which one entity hosts, 
maintains, and provides a uniform interface for entering data into, a database of manufacturers 
product specification on behalf of a plurality of manufacturers. The entity then serves as an 
10 application service provider (ASP) with respect to that database, by allowing the manufacturers 
to access their respective product specification data in the database for any of a variety of uses in 
O exchange for some form of remuneration from those manufacturers. One embodiment of this 
ft* business method comprises: (a) hosting, on a server of the entity, a database of specification data 
^ of products of a plurality of different manufacturers, the product specification data in the 
Wl 5 database being arranged in predefined product classes; (b) defining, for each product class, a 
m schema for the entry of specification data of products in that product class; (c) providing an 
iL interface for use by the manufacturers for entry of new product specification data into the 

database and for modifying existing product specification data in the database, the interface 
in requiring each manufacturer to use a same schema when entering or modifying product 
;i20 specification data in a particular product class; and (d) in exchange for remuneration from a 

given manufacturer, providing that manufacturer with access to the interface and to its respective 
product specification data in the database for use outside of the database. 

Manufacturers can utilize this service in a variety of ways, including (1) querying data 
from the database into an HTML authoring tool to create static HTML pages for their own Web 
25 sites, (2) querying data from the database in real-time, but displaying that data on their own sites, 
(3) paying the hosting entity to build product information pages on its server from the 
manufacturer's data and then linking to those pages from the manufacturer's own Web site (with 
or without links back to the manufacturer's site), and (4) partnering with the hosting entity to 
generate a co-branded Web site or page that is built from the information in the database. The 
30 data can also be used in the context of an online shopping or merchandizing Web site to provide 
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a consistent link to its product information from a number of different merchants that sell its 
products on the site, as described more fully below. 

Additionally, a manufacturer can use this service to outsource the hosting and 
maintenance of a database of the manufacturer's product specifications. Encouraging the use 
5 among manufacturers of a common set of specifications for each product class within the 

database will ensure that different manufacturers describe the features and specifications of their 
products in a consistent and uniform manner, thus making the data more valuable. 

The hosting entity may charge a fee for the hosting, maintaining, and providing access to, 
the database. For example, the hosting entity may charge a fee to each manufacturer that uses the 

10 database. The fee may or may not be in the form of a monetary payment. The fee may take the 
form of a one-time payment to establish an account with the hosting entity, a monthly service fee, 
a per transaction fee based either on the amount of product specification data stored in the 
database or on the volume of queries to the database, or some combination of these kinds of fees. 
Alternatively, the hosting entity can provide the service for free, relying instead on other business 

15 benefits of hosting the manufacturers product specification data. For example, the hosting entity 
may provide the service in exchange for an agreement from the manufacturers that the hosting 
entity can use the product specification data in connection with some other business model, such 
as an online shopping or merchandizing Web site, from which the hosting entity derives revenue. 
Referring now to the drawings, wherein like numerals represent like elements throughout, 

20 Figure 1 is a block diagram of a system 100 for carrying out the new business method of the 
present invention. As shown, the system generally has a client-server architecture in which a 
number of client computers, e.g., clients 105a-c, operated by a plurality of different product 
manufacturers communicate over a network 115 with a server computer 110 operated by a 
hosting entity. The communications network 115 may comprise the Internet, an intranet, or any 

25 other hardwired or wireless network, including for example, a local area network (LAN), a wide 
area network (WAN), or a cellular, wireless, microwave, or satellite network. The term 
"Internet" refers commonly to the collection of networks and gateways that utilize the TCP/IP 
suite of protocols, which are well-known in the art of computer networking. TCP/IP is an 
acronym for "Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol," a software protocol developed 

30 by the Department of Defense for communication between computers. The Internet can be 
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described as a system of geographically distributed remote computer networks interconnected by 
computers executing networking protocols that allow users to interact and share information over 
the networks. Because of such wide-spread information sharing, remote networks such as the 
Internet have thus far generally evolved into an "open" system for which developers can design 
5 software applications for performing specialized operations or services, essentially without 
restriction. 

Generally, in a client-server architecture of the type illustrated in Figure 1, a client (e.g., 
clients 105a-c) may be a process (i.e., roughly a set of instructions or tasks) that requests a 
service provided by another program. The client process utilizes the requested service without 

10 having to "know" any working details about the other program or the service itself. A client is 
usually a computer or computer program that accesses shared network resources provided by 
other computers, i.e., servers (e.g., server 110). 

Clients and servers can communicate with one another utilizing the functionality 
provided by the Hypertext-Transfer Protocol (HTTP). The World Wide Web (WWW) or, 

15 simply, the "Web," includes those servers adhering to this standard (i.e., HTTP) which are 

accessible to clients via a computer or data-processing system network address such as a Uniform 
Resource Locator (URL). The network address can be referred to as a Uniform Resource Locator 
address. For example, a client and server may be coupled to one another via TCP/IP connections 
for high-capacity communication. Active within the client may be a first process which 

20 establishes the connection with the server and presents information to the user. The server itself 
executes corresponding server software that presents information to the client in the form of 
HTTP responses. The HTTP responses may correspond to "web pages" constructed from a 
Hypertext Markup Language (HTML), or other server- generated data. Each web page can also 
be referred to simply as a "page." 

25 A client typically displays the information provided through the network by the server, 

using a software application known as a browser. Most browsers have modern graphical user 
interfaces that are capable of displaying and manipulating various types of data. A graphical user 
interface is a type of display format that enables a user to choose commands, start programs, and 
see lists of files and other options by pointing to pictorial representations (icons) and lists of 

30 menu items on the screen. Choices can be activated generally either with a keyboard or a mouse. 
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Internet services are typically accessed by specifying a unique network address (i.e., typically 
with a Uniform Resource Locator). The Uniform Resource Locator address has two basic 
components, the protocol to be used and the object pathname. For example, the Uniform 
Resource Locator address, M http://www.uspto.gov" (i.e., home page for the U.S. Patent and 
5 Trademark Office), specifies a hypertext-transfer protocol ("http") and a pathname of the server 
("www.uspto.gov"). The server name is associated with one or more equivalent TCP/IP 
addresses. 

Referring still to Figure 1, the host entity server 110 comprises a database 120 of 
specifications of products of a plurality of different manufacturers. The product specifications in 

10 the database 120 are arranged in predefined product classes, as described more fully below. 
The server 1 1 0 further comprises an interface 1 25 to the network 1 1 5, and more 
particularly, to the client computers 105a-c of each manufacturer. As shown, the interface 125 
comprises an access control component 130, which, for example, authenticates each 
manufacturer by requiring a username and password combination to logon to the server 110. The 

15 access control component 130 may also provide other security functionality, such as data 

encryption and other secure communications techniques. The access control component 130 
only permits a manufacturer to view and edit the data for the products of that manufacturer. No 
manufacturer is permitted access to the product specification data of another manufacturer. In 
other embodiments, however, such access may be permitted in circumstances where two or more 

20 manufacturers agree to shared access to the product specification data of each other. 

The interface 125 further comprises a Manufacturer Administration Tool (MAT) 140 that 
is used by each manufacturer to add and modify the specification data for its products in a given 
product class. As described more fully hereinafter, there is defined, for each product class, a 
common schema that every manufacturer must use for the entry of specification data of products 

25 in that product class. 

The interface 125 further comprises a query component 135 that enables each 
manufacturer to query or otherwise access its respective product specification data in the 
database for use outside of the database. For example, the query component 135 may permit 
each manufacturer to query data from the database in a form that the manufacturer can use with 

30 an authoring tool to create Web pages for a Web site (not shown) of the manufacturer. 
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Alternatively, the query component 135 may permit a manufacturer to query data from the 
database in real-time for immediate insertion into and display on one or more pages of a Web site 
of the manufacturer. As another alternative, the manufacturer may have the hosting entity build 
product information pages on its server 1 10 from the manufacturer's data and, and the query 
5 component 135 can then enable the manufacturer to link to those pages from the manufacturer's 
own Web site (with or without links back to the manufacturer's site). Also, the manufacturer 
may partner with the hosting entity to generate a co-branded Web site or page(s) that are built 
from the information in the database. As mentioned above, in accordance with the new business 
model of the present invention, use of the interface 125 and database 120 will require some form 
1 0 of remuneration from the manufacturer. 

Architecturally, the query component can be implemented in a variety of ways. For 
example, in embodiment shown, the query component may be restricted (i.e., only available to 
the manufacturer), in which case access to the query component is through the access control 
component 130. The query component 135 may or may not be integrated into (i.e., a "part" of) 
1 5 the MAT 1 40. In other embodiments, the query component 135 may be available to anyone (/. e. , 
not requiring authentication through the access control component 130), as in the case, for 
example, of an online merchant querying data for display in connection with a product offer on 
its site, or a consumer application that accesses the data for product comparison purposes. 

Figure 2 graphically illustrates the overall schema of the database 120, in accordance with 
20 one embodiment thereof. As shown, the database is arranged in tables titled "product classes" 
205, "products" 210, "manufacturers" 215, "fields" 220, "field types" 225, "field data" 230, and 
"field values" 235. A product in table 210 may be assigned to a product class in table 205. Thus, 
as shown, there is a one-to-many ("1 :M") relationship between product classes and products. 
"DVD Players" is an example of one product class, and "Televisions" may be another. 
25 All products have some common information, such as product name, UPC number, 

model name, and Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price (MSRP), which is stored for each 
product in the product table 210. In addition, most products will have some product class 
dependent information. For example, a DVD player that belongs to the product class "DVD 
Players" may have information concerning media formats that the player can read, whether it has 
30 an internal Dolby Digital 5.1 decoder, what digital outputs it has, what audio D/A converter it 
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uses, whether it is portable, its color, its weight, and so on. This kind of product class dependent 
information is stored in the fields, field values, and field data tables 220, 230, and 235. 
Specifically, the fields table 220 records the product class dependent schema, i.e., what fields this 
particular product class has, such as, "format," "weight," "color," etc. The field values table 235 
5 records the possible values for each field if the field type (stored in table 225) is a SELECT type 
meaning that it has multiple value choices, or a value range if its type is NUMERIC. The field 
data table 230 records the specific data {i.e., a product's specifications) for a given field. Table 1 
shows the different product class dependent schema {i.e., fields) for two different product classes, 
"DVD Players" and "Televisions." 



10 



Product class "DVD 
players" has fields 



Product class "Televisions" 
has fields 



Format 

Internal Dolby 

Digital 5.1 Decoder 
Digital outputs 
Audio D/A converter 

type 
Portable 
Color 

Weight (lbs) 
Coaxial A/V 



connection 
Composite output 
Digital compression 

(MPEG) 
Height (Inches) 
Width (Inches) 
Depth (Inches) 



Picture in picture (PIP) 
Twin tuner picture in picture 
Surround sound 
Stereo reception 
High-contrast screen 
Comb filter 
Noise reduction 
Volume correction 
Headphone jack 
Parental control 
Front A/V inputs 
A/V inputs 
S-video input 
Sleep timer 
Universal remote 
Favorite channel file 
Component storage 
Swivel base 
Horizontal resolution 
Commercial skip 
Variable audio outputs 
Closed caption 
Multi-lingual on screen 



display 
Surround sound detail 
Number of A/V inputs 
Upgraded speakers 
Aspect ratio 
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Product class "DVD 
players" has fields 


Product class "Televisions" 
has fields 




Speaker detail 
Dolby Digital 5.1 
Type of TV 

Component video input 
Scan doubler 
Digital technology 
SVGA input 
Digital ready 
HDTV 
Screen size 



Table 1. 



Thus, each product class has a predefined schema, as reflected in the fields table 220. 
According to the present invention, the interface 125, in particular, the MAT 140, requires that 
each manufacturer that wishes to enter product specification data for products of a given product 
5 class do so using the predefined schema for that class. This will ensure uniformity of products 
specification data across manufacturers. 

As further shown in Figure 2, the database 120 also contains a table 215 that contains 
account and other information for each manufacturer that has subscribed to the service. As 
shown by the designation "N: 1" each manufacturer may be associated with one or more 

1 0 "products" in table 210 of the database 120. 

Figure 3 provides further details of the system of Figure 1, in particular the MAT 140. As 
shown, the MAT 140 comprises a products search and listing component 305 that a manufacturer 
can use to search for and list product specification data for its products stored in the database. 
This component lets the manufacturer view its product specification data. Products are listed 

1 5 under the different product classes. For example, one manufacturer may have products in a 
number of different products classes, such as answering machines, bookshelf speakers, 
camcorders, DVD players, and the like. Remember that each product class has different features 
or specifications. For example, answering machines have specifications like "digital or cassette," 
"number of lines machine can use," "type of machine," "room monitor," and "caller ID," while 

20 camcorders have specifications like "display type," "format," "built-in auto light," "LCD screen 
monitor," "remote," and "computer editing capable." Each product class has a predefined 
schema that reflects the different features or specifications of that class of product; the schema 
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being represented in a respective record of the field table 220 of the database 120, as described 
above. The search and listing component 305 uses the schema of a given product class to 
generate product search criteria specific to a chosen class. The component 305 enables a 
manufacturer to view a list of that manufacturer's products in the database 120 for a single 

5 product class at a time. The product search criteria can be very strict, such as "show all 

camcorders that have VHS format, built-in auto light, and LCD screen monitor". The search and 
listing component 305 will return all of the manufacturer's products that fit the criteria. 
Additionally, the search and listing component 305 enables a manufacturer to export its product 
specification data from the database 120 for a given product class in a variety of formats, 

10 including but not limited to, XLS (Excel spreadsheet), CSV (comma separated value) or XML 
(Extensible Markup Language) format to its local client computer (e.g., client computer 105a) for 
updating. 

The MAT 140 further comprises a single product editing component 310 that a 
manufacturer can use to add and edit the product specification data for a single product in the 

1 5 database. This component is described more fully below. 

A third component of the MAT 140 is a bulk products upload component 3 15 that 
enables a manufacturer to add or edit the product specification data for multiple products in a 
single data feed. Based on the schema of a product class (i.e., the different fields of table 220 
representing different specifications for products of that class), the bulk products upload 

20 component 3 1 5 generates an import file template (identical in schema format to the export format 
described above). Thus, different product classes have different templates based on the 
respective schemas of each product class. Like the schemas of different product classes, the 
import templates will include some common product specification fields across all product 
classes, such as product name, product model year and MSRP. The bulk upload component 315 

25 supports templates in a variety of formats, including but not limited to, for example, CSV format, 
XLS format, and XML format. In other embodiments, other data formats can be used as well. 

A manufacturer then uses the template to create an import file (CSV, XLS, or XML 
format) (or changes the file exported with the export tool), in which the template is used to 
provide product specification data for multiple products in the particular product class. The data 

30 for each product is provided in the file, using the template for the data of each successive 
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product. The import file is then transmitted from the manufacturer's client computer (e.g., 105a) 
to the server 1 10. This can be done through a variety of protocols including loading via HTTP, 
sending via File Transfer Protocol (FTP), emailing the file, or using a proprietary protocol. 

After receiving the file, the bulk upload component 315 parses the import file, reads the 
product specification data for each product, and uses that structure to add or update the 
corresponding database records. When parsing the import file, the bulk upload component 315 
may perform some intelligent checks. For example, it may check whether the format of the 
received file matches the template for products of the given product class, and it may also check 
whether any field has invalid data. When updating the database, the bulk upload component 315 
may map a manufacturer's broadly acceptable values to the database's acceptable values. For 
example, "Y", "Yes", "YES", and "1" may all map to a value of "1" in the database. The 
component 315 may fill in certain default values if the manufacturer leaves a particular field 
blank, and may permit the manufacturer to specify that certain fields be ignored when updating 
so as not to erase previous values when a field of the new data feed is blank. When the import 
file is provided in XML format, the component 3 1 5 may perform XML validation to verify that 
the file is in the proper XML format. Other additional validation of the data may also be 
performed such as, range checking, data type checking, required fields being present, and the 
like. 

Every product class template includes one field for a product model string. Typically, this 
string is the SKU used by the manufacturer for a given product. This field must be unique across 
all products from a given manufacturer. This enables the bulk upload component 315 to 
determine if a particular import file contains an insert or an update for a given product. The 
product class of a given feed can be determined automatically from the template fields of the file 
being imported. 

The bulk upload component 140 may report errors that occur during the upload process, 
and may also give the reason for each error. When the upload completes for protocols such as 
http, a summary is returned to the manufacturer, reporting how many products have been inserted 
into the database, how many products have been updated, what the success rate is, and whether 
any errors occurred. The bulk upload component 315 also writes logs to the database 120 during 
the bulk upload process to record the status of any updates. This is useful for asynchronous 
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protocols such as FTP or email. For these protocols the system might send a confirmation e-mail 
of the load status. A MAT administrator may later query the log to track upload histories of all 
manufacturers. Each manufacturer, however, can only view its own upload history. 

Appendix A is an example of a product template based on a product schema for a product 

5 class called "DVD Player". This template is in XML format. Appendix B is an example of an 
import file containing specification data for multiple products in the "DVD Player" class, each 
product entry in the file conforming to the template of Appendix A. As mentioned above, 
however, the exemplary template and exemplary import file can also be created in an Excel 
spreadsheet format, in which the fields of the schema each define a separate column in the 

1 0 spreadsheet, and wherein the specification data (i. e., the values of each field) of a product are 
entered as a single row in the spreadsheet. Alternatively, the exemplary template and import file 
maybe generated in a CSV format. Other formats are also possible. 

Figures 4 through 10 illustrate further details of an embodiment of a graphical user 
interface (GUI) of the Manufacturer Administration Tool 140 of Figure 3. In this embodiment, 

1 5 the GUI comprises a series of Web pages that a client accesses and interacts with using a browser 
application. 

Figure 4 is a graphical representation of the main page 400 of the GUI, which is presented 
to a manufacturer after a successful logon. A title bar 405 identifies the manufacturer and 
provides links to other pages of the interface (e.g., home , help). A brief summary of the number 

20 of product records the manufacturer has stored in the database 120 is provided at 410. On the 
opposite side of the page, links to three other functions of the GUI are provided. Specifically, a 
" View/Edit current products " link 415 will invoke the user interface page(s) of the product 
search and listing component 305 of the MAT 140, a " Add a single product" link 420 will invoke 
the user interface page(s) of the single products editing component 310, and a "Bulk upload 

25 multiple products bv category " link 425 will invoke the user interface page(s) of the bulk upload 
component 315. 

Figure 5 is a graphical representation of a page 500 of the GUI that is displayed when a 
manufacturer clicks on link 415 of the main page 400. At 505, this page 500 displays a list (in 
the form of a series of Web page links) of all product classes in which the manufacturer has 
30 product records in the database 120. The manufacturer can then click on one of the product class 
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links to view a page listing more detailed information for the manufacturer's products in that 
class. A "see additional product classes" link 5 10 is provided in the event that the manufacturer 
wants to load data for a product class for which it has not yet stored any data. 

Figure 6 is a graphical representation of a page 600 which, for example, might be 
displayed by clicking the "DVD players (5)" link of the page 500 of Figure 5. As shown, at 610 
of the page 600, the product search and listing component 305 provides a series of search filters 
based on the schema of the selected product class to enable the manufacturer to further refine the 
search for products in this class. For example, the manufacturer may want to view only those 
DVD player products that are portable. Selecting that preference at 610 and then clicking the 
button entitled "Get Products" will pull up a sub-list of products that satisfy the search criteria at 
610. Clicking the "New Search" button 630 will clear the filter fields to enable the manufacturer 
to specify new values for each field. The "Add New Product" button 635 invokes the single 
products editing component 310 for adding specification data for a new product in this class. 
Clicking on the product ID of any one of the products in the current list of products will also 
invoke the single products editing component 310 to enable the manufacturer to modify the 
product specification data for that product. The "Export XLS" and "Export XML" buttons 640, 
645 allow the manufacturer to export the current list in either the XLS format or the XML 
format, respectively. A "Change Category" button 650 sends the manufacturer back to the 
previous page 500 for selection of a new product class. Links 615 and 620 are provided to 
enable the manufacturer to download the current XLS and XML format templates for the current 
product class for use in providing a bulk upload of product specification data. 

Figures 7a and 7b are a graphical representation of an edit page displayed by the single 
products editing component 310, for example, in response to the manufacturer clicking on the 
product ID of one of the DVD players listed in the exemplary listing on page 600 of Figure 6. 
The entries at 715a and 715b are generated by the editing component 310 from the schema for 
this product class. As is the case for all product classes, the field entries at 715a are common to 
all product classes, whereas the field entries at 715b are specific to the current product class, 
which in this example is "DVD Player." The manufacturer can change the values in one or more 
fields and then click on the "Update" button 705 to commit the changes to the database 120. 
Alternatively, the manufacturer can click on the "Reset" button 710 to reset all of the fields. As 
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shown in this example, the manufacturer has provided values for many of the fields, but has left 
other fields blank. 

Due to the flexible design of the embodiment of the database 120 illustrated in Figure 2, 
it is very easy to add a new field to a product class. The MAT 140 will automatically generate a 
revised template for the product class schema and any changes will also be reflected in any 
editing page 700 generated from the schema. A manufacturer can always download the most 
current template (in XLS or XML formats) using links 615 and 610 of the page 600 of Figure 6. 

Adding a single new product to the database is very similar to editing a product. A 
manufacturer clicks on the "Add a single product" link 420 of the main page 400 of Figure 4. 
This causes a page (not shown) to be displayed that shows all product categories and classes. 
Once a product class has been selected, such as, for example, "DVD Player," the manufacturer is 
presented with an editing page that is very similar to that shown in Figures 7a and 7b, except that 
none of the fields are filled in. The manufacturer then fills-in the information and clicks on a 
button that causes the entered specification data to be added to a new record in the database 120. 

Figure 8 is a graphical representation of a page 800 of the GUI that is presented to the 
manufacturer by the bulk upload component 3 1 5 when the manufacturer clicks on the "Bulk 
upload multiple products by category" link 425 of the page 400 of Figure 4 (which causes a list 
of available categories and classes to be displayed) and then selects one of the product classes for 
which to upload new product specification data. The upload bulk products category can be used 
to upload product specification data for new products in the product class or to modify existing 
data. 

As shown, at 805 of the page 800, current information is provided concerning the total 
number of products that this manufacturer has stored in the database, as well as the number of 
products already stored in this particular product class. The manufacturer can download the 
current product class template in either XLS or XML format using one of the respective links 
shown at 810. The manufacturer can view its upload history by clicking the link at 812. A 
"Change Category" button 815 can be used to change to a different product class and category. 

The manufacturer enters a directory path and filename of the import file to be uploaded in 
the edit item field 820. Once any fields to ignore have been specified in the list box 825, the 
manufacturer clicks on the "Upload" button to cause the bulk upload component 830 to retrieve 
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the import file from the location specified in entry window 820. As described above, the bulk 
upload component 315 will then parse the received import file, read the product specification 
data for each product, and use that structure to add or update the corresponding database records. 
The component 315 will also perform the aforementioned data integrity checks and provide a log 

5 indicating any errors during the upload process. Note that in other embodiments, the upload file 
can be provided in other ways, such as through an FTP site, through an e-mail protocol, or 
through any other suitable means. 

Figure 9 is a graphical representation of a page 900 that is presented to the manufacturer 
when the link at 812 of page 800 is clicked, as well as to an administrator of the server 110 via a 

10 server administrator link (not shown). This page allows the manufacturer or a server 
administrator to specify certain parameters of the upload history information that the 
manufacturer or administrator wishes to view. For example, at 905, an administrator can select 
whether to view the current manufacturer's bulk upload history or the histories for all 
manufacturers. A manufacturer, however, can only view its own upload history and so the latter 

1 5 option is not available to a manufacturer. At 910, the manufacturer or administrator can select to 
view the history of only the last upload event, or a history of all past upload events. At 91 5, the 
manufacturer or administrator can select several different options concerning how the upload 
history information will be sorted. Once the appropriate selections have been made, the 
manufacturer or administrator clicks on the "Get Log" button 920 to view the history 

20 information. 

Figure 10 is a graphical representation of an exemplary page 1000 that the bulk upload 
component 315 might present to a manufacturer or administrator to display the upload history for 
a given upload event. The information displayed includes the manufacturer name, the date of the 
upload event, an indication of whether the upload was successful, the location and name of the 
25 import file provided by the manufacturer, and a summary (at 1 005) of the event history. The 
summary 1005 may indicate which product class the product information relates to, the number 
or records successfully inserted or updated, the number of errors encountered and the specific 
rows (i.e., product records) in the import file in which those errors occurred, the overall success 
rate of the upload event, and the processing time required to perform the upload. 
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While in the embodiments described above, manufacturers use the MAT 140 to upload 
product information to the Manufacturers Product Database, in other embodiments, the data may 
be "pulled" from the manufacturers. For example, the MAT 140 may access (e.g., "crawl") a 
Web site of the manufacturer and extract product information data from unstructured HTML (or 

5 text or quark files), format the data in accordance with a particular product class schema, and 
then insert the data into the database 120. Alternatively, the manufacturer could supply an 
unstructured data file, such as a marketing brochure for a product, and the MAT 140 could scan 
the document, extract the pertinent product specification data, place the information in the 
appropriate product class schema format, and then insert the data in to the database 120. 

10 Figure 12 is a block diagram illustrating how the system 100 of Figure 1 may be 

integrated into other business models, in accordance with a further aspect of the present 
invention. In the example shown, the system has been integrated into a Web site that provides 
online shopping or merchandizing services. The Web site enables merchants, e.g., merchants 
1240a-c, to submit offers for sale of products of various manufacturers (e.g., manufacturers 105a- 

15 c) to the Web site for display by the Web site to potential customers (e.g., customers 1235a-c). 
For example, a merchant called "scanners-r-us" may wish to have the Web site display an offer 
for sale by it of a particular flatbed scanner device manufactured by a given manufacturer. The 
merchant uses an interface 1210, which comprises an access control component 1220 and a 
Merchant Administrative Tool 1225, to submit an offer(s) to be stored by the Web site in a 

20 Merchant Offer Database 1215. The files and encoding 1230 of the Web site may then display 
on a Web page of the site, in any of a variety of formats and combinations, selected offers from 
selected merchants. 

Figure 12a is an example of how a particular product offer may be displayed. This 
display represents an offer for sale of a flatbed scanner device of a particular manufacturer (e.g., 

25 the A100 Flatbed Scanner) by a merchant called "scanners-r-us.com." The merchant submits the 
information about the offer, such as the product name, offer price, length of time the offer is 
valid, and other information to the Merchant Offer Database using the Merchant Administrative 
Tool 1225. Like the Manufacturer Administration Tool 140, the Merchant Administration Tool 
1225 can import and export product offer information in a variety of formats (e.g., CSV, XLS, 

30 XML, and the like) via a variety of communication protocols (e.g., HTTP, FTP, e-mail, and the 
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like). Merchant offer information can be added or edited a single offer at a time using the Tool 
1225 or using a bulk upload capability like that provided by the Manufacturer Administration 
Tool 140. A single schema is used by all merchants to submit offers to the database 1215, 
ensuring a common format among all merchants. 

5 Referring again to Figure 12, the offers stored in the Merchant Offer Database 121 5 are 

preferably correlated, or mapped, to the respective product specification data in the 
Manufacturers Product Database 120. For example, the offer depicted in Figure 12a by the 
merchant "scanners-r-us.com" will be stored in the Merchant Offer Database 1215 and will be 
mapped to the product specification data in the Manufacturers Product Database 120 for the 

10 product being offered {e.g., the A100 Flatbed Scanner). The mapping is bi-directional. This has 
a number of advantages. For example, the Web site can display a specific product from a 
particular manufacturer with a "where to buy this product" link that would then query the 
Merchant Offer Database 1215 and display all merchant offers for that product. This can extend 
to online merchants or to local merchants (e.g., via a "click here to see where you can buy this 

15 product near you" link). Additionally, for each offer displayed on a Web page of the site, a link 
can be provided to the product specification data for that product to enable customers to make 
more informed purchasing decisions and to compare offers from different merchants for the same 
product or compare like products from different manufacturers in a same product class. Because 
all manufacturers are required to use the same product class schema to describe the features and 

20 specifications of their products in a given product class, the Web site provides a more meaningful 
comparison shopping experience. 

In the context of the online shopping Web site illustrated in Figure 12, the remuneration 
given to the hosting entity (in this case the Web site operator) for use by the manufacturers of the 
manufacturers interface 125 and database 120 may take the form of permission from the 

25 manufacturers to the Web site to use the product specification data in connection with merchant 
offers displayed to consumers by the Web site. Moreover, because the manufacturers also derive 
a significant benefit from the Web site as a form of distribution outlet for their products, the Web 
site may further charge the manufacturers additional fees or other charges for this benefit. 

Although not required, the methods of the present invention and the components of the 

30 system of the present invention, including the database 120, the interface 125, and/or any of its 
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individual components, including the access control component 130 and the components 305, 
310, and 315 of the MAT 140, may be embodied in the form of program code (i.e., instructions) 
stored on a computer-readable medium, such as a magnetic, electrical, or optical storage medium, 
including without limitation a floppy diskette, CD-ROM, CD-RW, DVD-ROM, DVD-RAM, 
magnetic tape, flash memory, hard disk drive, or any other machine-readable storage medium, 
wherein, when the program code is loaded into and executed by a machine, such as a computer, 
the machine becomes an apparatus for practicing the invention. Aspects of the present invention 
may also be embodied in the form of program code that is transmitted over some transmission 
medium, such as over electrical wiring or cabling, through fiber optics, over a network, including 
the Internet or an intranet, or via any other form of transmission, wherein, when the program 
code is received and loaded into and executed by a machine, such as a computer, the machine 
becomes an apparatus for practicing the invention. When implemented on a general-purpose 
processor, the program code combines with the processor to provide a unique apparatus that 
operates analogously to specific logic circuits. 

Figure 1 1 illustrates an exemplary computing environment in which the program code 
that embodies the methods or system of the present invention may be executed. Those skilled in 
the art will appreciate that the invention may be practiced with other computer system 
configurations, including hand-held devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-based or 
programmable consumer electronics, network PCs, minicomputers, mainframe computers, and 
the like. The invention may also be practiced in distributed computing environments where tasks 
are performed by remote processing devices that are linked through a communications network. 
In a distributed computing environment, program code and program modules comprising 
program code maybe located in both local and remote memory storage devices. 

With reference to Figure 1 1, an exemplary system for implementing the invention 
includes a general purpose computing device in the form of a conventional computer 1 120, 
including a processing unit 1 121, a system memory 1 122, and a system bus 1 123 that couples 
various system components including the system memory to the processing unit 1 121 . The 
system bus 1 1 23 may be any of several types of bus structures including a memory bus or 
memory controller, a peripheral bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of bus architectures. 
The system memory includes read only memory (ROM) 1 124 and random access memory 
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(RAM) 1 125 . A basic input/output system 1 126 (BIOS), containing the basic routines that helps 
to transfer information between elements within the computer 1 120, such as during start-up, is 
stored in ROM 1 124. The computer 1 120 further includes a hard disk drive 1 127 for reading 
from and writing to a hard disk, not shown, a magnetic disk drive 1 128 for reading from or 
writing to a removable magnetic disk 1 129, and an optical disk drive 1 130 for reading from or 
writing to a removable optical disk 1131 such as a CD ROM or other optical media. The hard 
disk drive 1127, magnetic disk drive 1128, and optical disk drive 1130 are connected to the 
system bus 1 123 by a hard disk drive interface 1 132, a magnetic disk drive interface 1 133, and an 
optical drive interface 1 134, respectively. The drives and their associated computer-readable 
media provide nonvolatile storage of computer readable instructions, data structures, program 
modules and other data for the computer 1 120. Although the exemplary environment described 
herein employs a hard disk, a removable magnetic disk 1 129 and a removable optical disk 1131, 
it should be appreciated by those skilled in the art that other types of computer readable media 
which can store data that is accessible by a computer, such as magnetic cassettes, flash memory 
cards, digital video disks, Bernoulli cartridges, random access memories (RAMs), read only 
memories (ROM), and the like, may also be used in the exemplary operating environment. 

A number of program modules may be stored on the hard disk, magnetic disk 1 129, 
optical disk 1131, ROM 1 124 or RAM 1 125, including an operating system 1 135, one or more 
application programs 1 136, other program modules 1137, and program data 1 138. A user may 
enter commands and information into the computer 1 120 through input devices such as a 
keyboard 1 140 and pointing device 1 142. Other input devices (not shown) may include a 
microphone, joystick, game pad, satellite dish, scanner, or the like. These and other input 
devices are often connected to the processing unit 1121 through a serial port interface 1 146 that 
is coupled to the system bus, but may be connected by other interfaces, such as a parallel port, 
game port or a universal serial bus (USB). A monitor 1 147 or other type of display device is also 
connected to the system bus 1 123 via an interface, such as a video adapter 1 148. In addition to 
the monitor, computers typically include other peripheral output devices (not shown), such as 
speakers and printers. 

The computer 1 120 may operate in a networked environment using logical connections to 
one or more remote computers, such as a remote computer 1 149. The remote computer 1 149 may 
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be another computer, a server, a router, a network PC, a peer device or other common network 
node, and typically includes many or all of the elements described above relative to the computer 
1120, although only a memory storage device 1150 has been illustrated in Figure 11. The logical 
connections depicted in Figure 1 1 include a local area network (LAN) 1151 and a wide area 

5 network (WAN) 1 1 52. Such networking environments are commonplace in offices, enterprise- 
wide computer networks, intranets and the Internet. 

When used in a LAN networking environment, the computer 1 120 is connected to the 
local network 1151 through a network interface or adapter 1 153. When used in a WAN 
networking environment, the computer 1 120 typically includes a modem 1 154 or other means for 

1 0 establishing communications over the wide area network 1 1 52, such as the Internet. The modem 
1 154, which may be internal or external, is connected to the system bus 1 123 via the serial port 
interface 1 146. In a networked environment, program modules depicted relative to the computer 
1 120, or portions thereof, may be stored in the remote memory storage device. It will be 
appreciated that the network connections shown are exemplary and other means of establishing a 

1 5 communications link between the computers may be used. 

As the foregoing illustrates, the present invention is directed to a business model in 
which one entity hosts, maintains, and provides a uniform interface for entering data into, a 
database of manufacturers product specification on behalf of a plurality of manufacturers, and 
that then serves as an application service provider (ASP) with respect to that database, by 

20 allowing the manufacturers to access their respective product specification data in the database 
for any of a variety of uses in exchange for some form of remuneration from those 
manufacturers. It is understood that changes may be made to the embodiments described above 
without departing from the broad inventive concepts thereof. Accordingly, the present invention 
is not limited to the particular embodiments disclosed, but is intended to cover all modifications 

25 that are within the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims. 
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APPENDIX A 
<?xml version= M 1.0" encoding="iso-8859-1" ?> 

- <Schema name="DVDPIayer" xmins="urn:schemas-microsoft-com:xml-data" 
xmlns:dt-'urn:schemas-microsoft-com:datatypes M > 
5 - <ElementType name="DVDPIayers" content="eltOnIy"> 

<element type="DVDPIayer" minOccurs- '()" maxOccurs="*" /> 
</ElementType> 
: <EiementType name="DVDPIayer" content="eltOnIy"> 

<element type="MSNProdId" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="1" /> 
10 <element type="ProdName" minOccurs="1" maxOccurs=T' /> 

<element type="Prod Model" minOccurs-T' maxOccurs="1" /> 
<eiement type-'Prod Model Year" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs-T /> 
<element type="ProdReferenceImageURL" minOccurs-'O" maxOccurs-T' /> 
<element type="ProdMSRP" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="1" /> 
15 <element type="ProdDesc" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs-T /> 

<element type^'ProdUPC" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="1" /> 
<element type-'ProdDispiay" minOccurs- '0" maxOccurs- T' /> 
<element type-'Format" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs- T' /> 
<element type- 'Color" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs-T' /> 
£320 <element type="lnternaIDolbyDigital51 Decoder" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs= M 1" /> 

5 <eiement type="DigitalOutputs" minOccurs="0" nnaxOccurs= ,, l ,, /> 

S <element type="Portable" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="1" /> 

%j <element type- 'AudioDAConverterType" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs= ,, 1" /> 

m <element type- 'CoaxialAVConnectiorf minOccurs= ,, 0" maxOccurs="1" /> 

u '{15 <element type="CompositeOutput" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="1" /> 

J; <element type- 'DigitalCompressionMPEG" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs-T /> 

?y <element type- 'Weight" minOccurs- '0" maxOccurs-'l" /> 

y 1 <element type="Height" minOccurs-'O" maxOccurs="1 " /> 

;L <element type="Width" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs- '1 " /> 

M30 <element type="Depth" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="1" /> 

^: </ElementType> 

^ : <ElementType name-'MSNProdld" content="empty"> 

; *0 <AttributeType name =, Value" dt:type="int" /> 

C3 ottribute type- Value" /> 

□35 </ElementType> 

<ElementType name="ProdName" content="textOnly" /> 
<ElementType name= M ProdModer' content- 'textOnly" /> 
: <ElementType name="ProdModelYear" content="empty"> 
<AttributeType name-Value" dt:type- 'int" /> 
40 ottribute type="value" /> 

</ElementType> 

: <ElementType name-'ProdReferencelmageURL" content="empty"> 
<AttributeType name-Value" dt:type="uri" /> 
<attribute type-Value" /> 
45 </ElementType> 

: <ElementType name="ProdMSRP"> 

<AttributeType name="value" dt:type="float" /> 
<attribute type- Value" /> 
</ElementType> 

50 <EiementType name-'ProdDesc" content="textOnly" /> 

<EIementType name="ProdUPC" content="textOnly" /> 
: <ElementType name="ProdDisplay" content="empty"> 

<AttributeType name="value" dttype- "boolean" default= ,, l" /> 
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ottribute type= ,, value ,, /> 
</ElementType> 
: <EIementType name= ,, Format" content="empty"> 

<AttributeType name-Value" dt:type- 'enumeration" dt:values="All DIVXandDVD 
DVDandCD DVDandVCD DVDandDIVXandCD DVDandLDandCD 
DVDandLDandVCDandCD DVDandVCDandCD NoPreference" /> 
<attribute type="value" /> 
</ElementType> 

<ElementType name="Color" content="textOnly" /> 
: <ElementType name- InternalDolbyDigitalSI Decoder" content="empty"> 

<AttributeType name= M value" dt:type="boolean" default="0" /> 

<attribute type-Value" /> 
</ElementType> 

- <ElementType name="DigitalOutputs" content="empty"> 

<AttributeType name="value" dt:type="enumeration" dt:values="Coaxial Optical 

OpticalAndCoaxial" /> 
ottribute type- Value" /> 
</ElementType> 
: <ElementType name="Portable" content="empty"> 

<AttributeType name- Value" dt:type- 'boolean" default- '0" /> 
ottribute type- Value" /> 
</ElementType> 

<ElementType name="AudioDAConverterType" content="textOnly" /> 

- <EiementType name^'CoaxialAVConnection" content="empty"> 

<AttributeType name="value" dt:type="boolean" default="0" /> 
Ottribute type-Value" /> 
</ElementType> 

- <ElementType name="CompositeOutpuf content="empty"> 

<AttributeType name="value" dt:type="boo!ean" default="0" /> 
ottribute type="value" /> 
</ElementType> 

- <ElementType name="DigitalCompressionMPEG" content="empty"> 

<AttributeType name="value" dt:type="boolean" default="0" /> 
ottribute type-Value" /> 
</ElementType> 

- <EiementType name="Weight" content^'empty'^ 

<AttributeType name="value" dt:type="fIoat" /> 
ottribute type= , Value" /> 
</ElementType> 
: <EiementType name- 'Height" content="empty"> 
<AttributeType name="value" dt:type="float" /> 
ottribute type- Value" /> 
</ElementType> 
: <ElementType name- "Width" content="empty"> 
<AttributeType name-Value" dt:type="floar /> 
<attribute type="value" /> 
</ElementType> 
; <ElementType name="Depth" content="empty"> 
<AttributeType name= , Value" dt:type="float" /> 
Ottribute type- Value" /> 
</ElementType> 
</Schema> 
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APPENDIX B 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="iso-8859-1" ?> 
<BizTalk> 
: <Body> 

: <DVDPIayers 

xmlns="urn:http://www.merchant.shopmsn.microsoftxom/offersch 
pcld=146"> 

- <DVDPiayer> 

<MSNProdld>104079</MSNProdld> 
<ProdName>DVP-S330</ProdName> 
<ProdModel>DVP-S330</ProdModel> 
<Prod Model Year /> 
<ProdReferenceimageURL /> 
<ProdMSRP>419.99</ProdMSRP> 

<ProdDesc>Dolby Digital Ready DVD player with Optical/Coaxial Digital 

Output</ProdDesc> 
<ProdUPC /> 

<ProdDisplay>1 </ProdDisplay> 
<Format>DVDandCD</Format> 

<Coior /> 

<lnterna!DolbyDigital51 Decoder value="O n /> 
<DigitalOutputs>OpticalAndCoaxial</DigitalOutputs> 
<Portable value="0" /> 

<AudioDAConverterType>96kHz/24-bit</AudioDAConverterType> 
<CoaxialAVConnection value-'" /> 
<CompositeOutput value- /> 
<DigitalCompressionMPEG value- /> 
<Weight /> 
<Height /> 
<Width /> 
<Depth /> 
</DVDPIayer> 

- <DVDPIayer> 

<MSNProdld>11370K/MSNProdld> 

<ProdName>DVP-S360</ProdName> 

<ProdModel>DVP-S360</ProdModel> 

<ProdModelYear/> 

<ProdReferencelmageURL /> 

<ProdMSRP>250</ProdMSRP> 

<ProdDesc>DoIby Digital Ready DVD player with Optical/Coaxial Digital 

Output</ProdDesc> 
<ProdUPC /> 

<ProdDisplay>1 </ProdDisplay> 

<Format>DVDandVCDandCD</Format> 

<Color>Black</Color> 

<InternalDolbyDigital51 Decoder value="0" /> 

<DigitalOutputs>OpticalAndCoaxial</DigitalOutputs> 

<Portabie value="0" /> 

<AudioDAConverterType>96kHz/24-bit</AudioDAConverterType> 
<CoaxialAVConnection value="1" /> 
<CompositeOutput value="1" /> 
<DigitalCompressionMPEG value-'" /> 
<Weight>lnfo. Not Available</Weight> 
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<Height>lnfo. Not Available</Height> 

<Width>Info. Not Available</Width> 

<Depth>lnfo. Not Available</Depth> 
</DVDPIayer> 
<DVDPIayer> 

<MSNProdld>104080</MSNProdld> 

<ProdName>DVP-S530D</ProdName> 

<ProdModel>DVP-S530D</ProdModel> 

<ProdModelYear /> 

<ProdReferencelmageURL /> 

<ProdMSRP>479.99</ProdMSRP> 

<ProdDesc>DVD player with Internal Dolby Digital 5.1 Decoder and 

Optical/Coaxial Digital Output</ProdDesc> 
<ProdUPC /> 

<ProdDispiay>1 </ProdDisplay> 
<Format>DVDandCD</Format> 
<Color /> 

<lnternalDolbyDigital51 Decoder value= n 1" /> 
<DigitalOutputs>OpticalAndCoaxial</DigitalOutputs> 
<Portable value="0" /> 

<AudioDAConverterType>96kHz/24-bit</AudioDAConverterType> 

<CoaxialAVConnection value="" /> 

<CompositeOutput value- /> 

<DigitalCompressionMPEG value-'" /> 

<Weight /> 

<Height /> 

<Width /> 

<Depth /> 
</DVDPiayer> 
<DVDPIayer> 

<MSNProdld>10408K/MSNProdld> 

<ProdName>DVP-S550D</ProdName> 

<ProdModel>DVP-S550D</ProdModel> 

<ProdModelYear /> 

<ProdReferencelmageURL /> 

<ProdMSRP>599.99</ProdMSRP> 

<ProdDesc>DVD player with Internal Dolby Digital 5.1 Decoder and 

Optical/Coaxial Digital Output</ProdDesc> 
<ProdUPC /> 

<ProdDisplay>1 </ProdDisplay> 
<Format>DVDandCD</Format> 
<Color /> 

<lnternalDoibyDigital51 Decoder value="1" /> 
<DigitalOutputs>OpticalAndCoaxial</DigitalOutputs> 
<Portable value="0" /> 

<AudioDAConverterType>96kHz/24-bit</AudioDAConverterType> 
<CoaxialAVConnection value="" /> 
<CompositeOutput value-"' /> 
<DigitalCotnpressionMPEG value- /> 
<Weight /> 
<Height /> 
<Width /> 
<Depth /> 
</DVDPIayer> 



-26- 



- <DVDPIayer> 

<MSNProd!d>60437</MSNProdld> 

<ProdName>PBD-V30</ProdName> 

<ProdModel>PBD-V30</ProdModel> 

<ProdModeiYear>1/1/1999</ProdModelYear> 

<ProdReferenceimageURL /> 

<ProdMSRP>799</ProdMSRP> 

<ProdDesc>Dolby Digital Ready DVD player with Optical Digital 

Output</ProdDesc> 
<ProdUPC /> 

<ProdDisplay>1 </ProdDisplay> 
<Format>DVDandVCDandCD</Format> 
<Color>Silver</CoIor> 
<lnternalDolbyDigital51 Decoder value="0" /> 
<DigitaI0utputs>0pticaK/Digital0utputs> 
<Portable value="1" /> 

<AudioDAConverterType>96kHz/20-bit</AudioDAConverterType> 
<Weight>1.25</Weight> 
<Height>5.9</Height> 
<Width>1.4</Width> 
<Depth>7.1</Depth> 
</DVDPIayer> 
</DVDPiayers> 
</Body> 
</BizTalk> 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method comprising: 

(a) hosting, on a server, a database of specification data of products of a plurality of 
5 different manufacturers, the product specification data in the database being arranged in 

predefined product classes; 

(b) defining, for each product class, a schema for the entry of specification data of 
products in that product class; 

(c) providing an interface for use by product manufacturers for entry of new product 
10 specification data into the database and for modifying existing product specification data in the 

database, the interface requiring each manufacturer to use a same schema when entering or 
Q modifying product specification data in a particular product class; and 
Jj? (d) in exchange for remuneration from a given manufacturer, providing that 

y manufacturer with access to the interface and to its respective product specification data in the 
Lyl5 database for use outside of the database. 

I 2. The method recited in claim 1, wherein (d) comprises permitting the manufacturer 

y3 to query product specification data from the database. 

Jj20 3 . The method recited in claim 1 , wherein (d) comprises providing a manufacturer 

with a link to a Web page generated on behalf of the manufacturer that contains product 
specification data requested by the manufacturer. 

4. The method recited in claim 3, wherein (d) further comprises partnering with the 
25 manufacturer to permit the generated Web page to be co-branded, 

5. The method recited in claim 1, wherein (d) comprises exporting product 
specification data to a manufacturer in one of an Excel spreadsheet format (XLS), an Extensible 
Markup Language (XML) format, and a CSV format. 

30 
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6. The method recited in claim 1, wherein (d) further comprises charging each 
manufacturer desiring to have access to the database a fee for such access. 

7. The method recited in claim 6, wherein the fee is in the form of a monetary 
payment. 

8. The method recited in claim 7, wherein the fee comprises a one-time fee. 

9. The method recited in claim 7, wherein the fee comprises a periodically recurring 

fee. 

1 0. The method recited in claim 7, wherein the fee is based on usage of the database 
by the manufacturers. 

1 1 . The method recited in claim 10, wherein the fee for a given manufacturer is based 
on the volume of product information stored in the database by that manufacturer. 

12. The method recited in claim 10, wherein the fee for a given manufacturer is based 
on a number of times that the manufacturer accesses the database to retrieve product 
specification data. 

13. The method recited in claim 1, wherein (c) comprises permitting each 
manufacturer to add and edit the product specification data for a single product in the database. 

14. The method recited in claim 1 , wherein (c) comprises permitting a manufacturer 
to add or edit the product specification data for multiple products in a single data feed. 
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15. The method recited in claim 14, wherein (c) further comprises accepting the 
product specification data for multiple products in the single data field in one of an Excel 
spreadsheet format (XLS), an Extensible Markup Language (XML) format, and a CSV format. 

16. A system for enabling an entity to serve as an application service provider with 
respect to product specification data of a plurality of manufacturers, comprising; 

a database of specifications of products of the plurality of different manufacturers, the 
product specifications in the database being arranged in predefined product classes; and 

an interface for use by the plurality of manufacturers for the entry of specifications of 
products in a given product class, there being defined, for each product class, a schema for the 
entry of specifications of products in that product class, the interface requiring each manufacturer 
to use the defined schema for a given product class when entering product specification data for 
products in that class, 

the interface further permitting each manufacturer that provides remuneration to the entity 
to access its respective product specification data in the database for use outside of the database. 

17. The system recited in claim 16, wherein the interface further comprises a 
component that a manufacturer can use to search for and list product specification data stored in 
the database for its products. 

18. The system recited in claim 16, wherein the interface further comprises a 
component that a manufacturer can use to add and edit the product specification data for a single 
product in the database. 

19. The system recited in claim 16, wherein the interface further comprises a 
component that enables a manufacturer to add or edit the product specification data for multiple 
products in a single data feed. 
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20. The system recited in claim 19, wherein the interface is capable of accepting 
product specification data for a product in one of an Excel spreadsheet format (XLS), an 
Extensible Markup Language (XML) format, and a CSV format. 

5 21. The system recited in claim 1 6, the interface permits a manufacturer to query 

product specification data from the database for use outside of the database. 

22. The system recited in claim 21 , wherein product specification data for a product 
can be exported from the database to a manufacturer in one of an Excel spreadsheet format 
10 (XLS), an Extensible Markup Language (XML) format, and a CSV format. 

Q 23. The system recited in claim 16, wherein the interface is capable of providing a 

f n link to a Web page generated on behalf of a manufacturer and comprising product specification 
^ data for one or more products of that manufacturer. 
W15 

24. The system recited in claim 23, wherein the Web page is co-branded by both the 
JL manufacturer and the entity that operates the system. 

25. The system recited in claim 16, wherein the remuneration required for access to 
f i20 the database comprises a fee paid by each manufacturer. 

26. The system recited in claim 25, wherein the fee comprises a monetary payment. 

27. The system recited in claim 25, wherein the fee comprises a one-time fee. 

25 

28. The system recited in claim 25, wherein the fee comprises a periodically recurring 

fee. 

29. The system recited in claim 25, wherein the fee is based on usage of the database 
30 by a manufacturer. 
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30. The system recited in claim 29, wherein the fee for a given manufacturer is based 
on the volume of product information stored in the database by that manufacturer. 

3 1 . The system recited in claim 29, wherein the fee for a given manufacturer is based 
on a number of times that the manufacturer accesses the database to retrieve product 
specification data. 

32. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions stored 
thereon comprising component that form a system for enabling an entity to serve as an 
application service provider with respect to product specification data of a plurality of 
manufacturers, the components comprising; 

a database of specifications of products of the plurality of different manufacturers, the 
product specifications in the database being arranged in predefined product classes; and 

an interface for use by the plurality of manufacturers for the entry of specifications of 
products in a given product class, there being defined, for each product class, a schema for the 
entry of specifications of products in that product class, the interface requiring each manufacturer 
to use the defined schema for a given product class when entering product specification data for 
products in that class, 

the interface further providing each manufacturer that provides remuneration for use of 
the interface with access to its respective product specification data in the database for use 
outside of the database. 

33. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 32, wherein the interface 
component further comprises a component that a manufacturer can use to search for and list 
product specification data stored in the database for its products. 

34. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 32, wherein the interface 
component further comprises a component that a manufacturer can use to add and edit the 
product specification data for a single product in the database. 
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35. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 32, wherein the interface 
component further comprises a component that enables a manufacturer to add or edit the product 
specification data for multiple products in a single data feed. 

36. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 35, wherein the interface 
component is capable of accepting product specification data for a product in one of an Excel 
spreadsheet format (XLS), an Extensible Markup Language (XML) format, and a Comma 
Separated Value (CSV) format. 

37. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 32, wherein the interface 
component permits a manufacturer to query product specification data from the database for use 
outside of the database. 

38. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 37, wherein product specification 
data for a product can be exported from the database to a manufacturer in one of an Excel 
spreadsheet format (XLS), an Extensible Markup Language (XML) format, and a CSV format. 

39. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 32, wherein the interface 
component is capable of providing the manufacturer with a link to a Web page generated on 
behalf of a manufacturer that contains product specification data from the database. 

40. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 39, wherein the Web page is co- 
branded by both the manufacturer and the entity that operates the system. 

41 . The method recited in claim 1, wherein the remuneration is in the form of 
permission from the manufacturer to use the product specification data in connection with an 
other method. 
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42. The method recited in claim 41, wherein said use of the product specification data 
in connection with an other method comprises using the product specification data in connection 
with product offers hosted by an online shopping Web site. 

43. The method recited in claim 1, wherein the interface operates to pull product 
specification data from a manufacturer and to format it in accordance with a respective product 
class schema. 

44. The system recited in claim 1 6, wherein the remuneration is in the form of 
permission from the manufacturer to use the product specification data in connection with an 
other method. 

45. The system recited in claim 44, wherein said use of the product specification data 
in connection with an other method comprises using the product specification data in connection 
with product offers hosted by an online shopping Web site. 

46. The system recited in claim 16, wherein the interface operates to pull product 
specification data from a manufacturer and format it in accordance with a respective product 
class schema. 

47. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 32, wherein the remuneration is 
in the form of permission from the manufacturer to use the product specification data in 
connection with an other method. 

48. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 47, wherein said use of the 
product specification data in connection with an other method comprises using the product 
specification data in connection with product offers hosted by an online shopping Web site. 
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49. The system recited in claim 32, wherein the interface operates to pull product 
specification data from a manufacturer and format it in accordance with a respective product 
class schema. 
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ABSTRACT 

A business model is described in which one entity hosts, maintains, and provides a 
uniform interface for entering data into, a database of manufacturers product specification on 
behalf of a plurality of manufacturers. The entity then serves as an application service provider 
(ASP) with respect to that database, by allowing the manufacturers to access their respective 
product specification data in the database for any of a variety of uses outside of the database in 
exchange for some form of remuneration from those manufacturers. 
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MANUFACTURER ADMINISTRATION 



Welcome: manufacturer name> 



Home 



Help 



Products Overview 

Total Products: <x> 
Online Products: <x> 



View/Edit current products 
Use this section to view and edit any of your 
products and product information in the database. 



Add a single product 

Use this section to add new products and product 
information to the database one at a time. 



Bulk upload multiple products by category 
Use this section to add or edit multiple products/ 
models at onece within a specific product category 
(e.g., DVD players). This is an efficient way to 
update your product information in the database. 
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MANUFACTURER ADMINISTRATION 



Welcome: manufacturer nam e> Home Help 



See Additional Product Classes 



View/Edit current products 

Please select a product category to view/edit your products 

Answering machinesd) 
Bookshelf speakers (1) 
Boom boxes (24) 
Camcorders(36) 
Car CD changers (3) 
Car tape decks (6) 
CD players (31) 
CD-R/CD-RW drives (7) 
Cordless phones (23) 
Desktops (1) 
Digital camcorders (3) 
Digital cameras (18) 
DVD plavers (5) 
In-dash CD players (5) 
MP3 plavers (2) 
Notebooks (3) 
Personal CD plavers (26) 
Photo printers (2) 

Recordable CD & MiniDisk plavers (12) 
Remote controls (3) 
Satellite TV systems (12) 
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MANUFACTURER ADMINISTRATION 



Welcome: manufacturer name> 



Home 



Help 



Edit Product Information 

Use this section to edit current product informaiton by changing the text in the following 
text and drop-down boxes. 

Once you have completed editing the product information, click on the Update button. 
This will add the changes to the database and return you to the View/Edit screen. 

To clear new information entered and start over, click on the Reset button. 



Product Data 

Id (req) 
Name 

Model (req) 
Model Year 

Reference Image URL 
MSRP 



Product Description 
(500 Character Limit) 



xyzxyzxyz 



DVP-S330 



DVP-S330 



419.99 



Dolby Digital Ready DVD player with Optical/Coaxial Digital gjy 
Output. 



life 



UPC 



Display (req) 



Fig. 7a 



Field Data 
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Format 
Color 

Internal Doby 
Digital 5.1 Decoder 

Digital Outputs 

Portable 

Audio D/A Converter Type 
Coaxial A/V Connection 

Composite output 

Digital compression 
(MPEG) 

Weight (lbs) 
Height (Inches) 
Width (Inches) 
Depth (Inches) 



DVD & CD 



Black 



No 



"3 



Optica! & Coaxial 



No 



j Black 
|N/A jj 
|n/A jrj 



Update 



Reset 
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Fig. 7b 
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MANUFACTURER ADMINISTRATION 



Welcome: manufacturer nam e> 



Home 



Help 
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Products Overview 

Total Products: 420 
Online Products: 416 
Total products in products 
category DVD players: 5 
Online products in product 
category DVD players: 5 

Download/Formats 

Excel Template 
XML Schema 

View Upload History 

Click here to view 
upload history 



Import/Update products using data file from your local drive 

Please click on Browse button to select a data file from your local drive. Or, you can 
type in the file name directly. Once you specify the desired data file, please click on 
Upload button to upload it to the server. 



Local Data File: | 



Browse 



Upload 
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MANUFACTURER ADMINISTRATION 



Welcome: manufacturer name> 



Home 



Help 



View product bulk upload history 

Use this section to view your company's product bulk upload history. 
Manufacturer Selection 

<• View current manufacturer's bulk upload hstory only 
r C View all manufacturers' bulk upload history 

Log Selection 

C View latest update only 
{• View all log history 

Sorting Preference 

I sort by descending time (latest first) jjj 
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MANUFACTURER ADMINISTRATION 



Welcome: manufacturer name> 



Home 



Help 



Status: Success 



Product bulk upload history 

Manufacturer: <name> 
Date: <date> <time> User: <name> 
File: 

C:\directory\directory\directory\dvdplaylist.xls 

To Product Class: Dvdplayers (Id: 108) 6 record(s) have been inserted successfully, 2 
record(s) have been updated successfully, 9 error(s) occurred. Success Rate: 47.06% 
Error occurred in rows: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12 Process time: 13.69949 seconds. 



Fig. 10 



computer 



processing unit 



1123 



1132- 



1133- 



1134- 



.1121 



system 
memory 



ram 



ROM 



1122 

.1125 

.1124 



interface 



HARD 
DRIVE 



interface 



floppy drive 



disk 



interface 



cd-ROM drive 



disk 



video adapter 



.1148 



serial port 
interface 



.1146 



1154 



modem 



network 
adapter 



.1153 



.1120 



FIG. 11 



operating system 



applications 
modules 



data 



,1135 

-1136 
.1137 
-1138 



^1127 

^1128 
-1129 



monitor 



"•1130 
i131 



-1147 



1140. 



1152 1142- 



keyboard 



mouse 



1149 



wan 



< — ► 



Ian 



< — ► 



1150" 1 



1151 



remote computer 



MEMORY 
STORAGE 



C3 








m 


o 

LO 




CM 


m 




w 




CP 




m 




s 




O 








ru 




^0 






Q ^ 

_ LU ^ Oi 

T- h" ^ O) 

< < < LO 

— I o 
u- CO 



£ 






o 






O 






c/> 


CO 






O 




1 

s_ 


CD 


1 

(/> 


o 

•4—1 




ner 


PP 1 




c 




o 


ca 






</> 







52 



MSFT-0208/150665.1 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In Re Application of: 

Arnold N, Blinn, Jad Dunning, Jun Li, Trevor Traina 

Group Art Unit: not yet assigned 

Examiner; not yet assigned 

For: APPLICATION SERVICE PROVIDER MODEL FOR 

MANUFACTURERS PRODUCT SPECIFICATION DATA 

DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name; 
and 

I believe that I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) 
or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject 
matter which is claimed and for which a 

Utility Patent □ Design Patent 

is sought on the invention, whose title appears above, the specification of which: 

is attached hereto. 

□ was filed on as Serial No. . 

□ said application having been amended on . 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office all 
information known to be material to the patentability of this application in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a-d) of any foreign 
application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified 
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below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date 
before that of any application on which priority is claimed. 

Priority Country Serial Number Date Filed 

Claimed 

(IfX'd) 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §120 of any United States application(s) 
listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is 
not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of 35 U.S.C § 1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office all information known to be material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R. §1.56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and 
the national or PCT international filing date of this application. 

Serial Number Date Filed Patented/Pending/Abandoned 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §1 19(e) of any United States provisional 
application(s) listed below: 



Date Filed 



Serial Number 
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I hereby appoint the following persons as attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this 
application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected 
therewith: 

Katie E. Sako Registration No. 32,628 

Daniel D. Crouse Registration No. 32,022 

of MICROSOFT CORPORATION, One Microsoft Way, Redmond, WA 98052 and 

Steven J. Rocci Registration No. 30,489 

Steven B. Samuels Registration No, 37,711 

of WOODCOCK WASHBURN KURTZ MACKIEWICZ & NORRIS LLP, One Liberty 
Place - 46 th Floor, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103. 

Please address all telephone calls and correspondence to: 

Steven B. Samuels 

WOODCOCK WASHBURN KURTZ 
MACKIEWICZ & NORRIS LLP 

One Liberty Place - 46 th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Telephone: (215) 568-3100 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1 00 1 of Title 1 8 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 
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Name: 

Arnold N. Blinn 


Signature: 

Date of Signature: 

Citizenship: U.S. 


Mailing Address: 

9401 NE 27 th Street 
Bellevue, Washington 98004 




City/State of Actual Residence 
Bellevue, Washington 






Name: 

Jad Dunning 


Signature: 


Date of Signature: 
Citizenship: 


Mailing Address: 




City/State of Actual Residence 
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Name: 




JunLi 






Signature: 




Date of Signature: 




Citizenship: 


Mailing Address: 




City/State of Actual Residence 





Name: 

Trevor Traina 



Signature: 



Mailing Address: 



Date of Signature: 
Citizenship: 



City/State of Actual Residence 



